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A suspect released on bail must follow any conditions established by the courts. 
Conditions may vary by person and offense, though “obey all laws” is a generic stipulation. 
An assault charge may require the suspect to avoid any contact with the alleged victim. In 
other cases, travel is prohibited. If the conditions are violated, the bail is revoked and the 
accused must return to jail. In some locales, forfeited bail bond funds are dispersed to the 
victim of the crime or to funds for compensating crime victims (Table 8.2).

Dr. Sergio Stone, the alleged co-conspirator in the fertility clinic scandal, 
remained in custody until a judge determined whether he should be released on 
bail. Prosecutors vehemently argued Stone posed a flight risk and would return to 
Chile, where he maintained citizenship, if released from jail. Prosecutors presented 
evidence that Stone had wired almost $500,000 to an account in Chile as part of 
his plan to leave the United States. The judge eventually set a $3 million bond with 
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Figure 8.3  n  The Bail Bond Process

Source: © Greg Rynerson Bail Bonds, 2011.

CASE STUDY

preliminary hearing: 
This is typically held in 
criminal cases to determine 
the extent of evidence and 
whether enough exists to 
allow charges to be pressed 
against the defendant. 




